
MLN Patron

Won the MLN Award for Global Leadership 2006 as part of Management Month and the DEL Nomination to the UK Leadership and Management Advisory Panel. Her interest numerous positions on Voluntary and Community Bodies as well as Public Bodies in NI.

Dame Geraldine Keegan, was made a Dame in 2000 for services to education, and in 2002 was appointed a Visiting Professor at the University of Ulster.

A native of Aghadowey, Co Londonderry, she was educated at Thornhill College, St Mary’s University College, Belfast, the University of Ulster, the University of Warwick and the University of Manchester.

She started her teaching career as a teacher of Music, History and English at St Mary’s College, Derry. In 1975, Dame Geraldine was appointed to St Mary’s University College, Belfast as a senior lecturer in Education Psychology . She was seconded from teacher training to become Deputy Director of the Centre of Education Management. 

In 1987, she returned to St Mary’s College, Derry, as Principal, Since the early nineties, Dame Geraldine has been a member of several public bodies including SACHR and MAGNI. She served a four-year term as Pro-Chancellor of the University of Ulster from 1992 – 2002. Dame Geraldine is also the current Northern Ireland representative on the Board of Investors in People U.K.

Because of the reputation of her school, Dame Geraldine is a frequent speaker at conferences worldwide – in 32 countries to date. Under her leadership, the school has received several regional, national and international awards. In 2001, it became the first educational organisation throughout Europe to receive the European Quality Award for excellence.

Dame Geraldine also received the honorary degree of Doctor of the University (DUniv) in recognition of her services to education in general, and the University of Ulster in particular

